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Music

Full
Blast

The Tel Aviv Volume
Festival will unite
150DJsand 30,000
electronic musiclovers
W By Lior Phillips

THIS MONTH, THE TEL AVIV VOLUME FESTIVAL
HAS THEIR FREQUENCY CRANKED UP TO THE
HIGHEST LEVEL. The city sloudest nights are
abouttogeteven louderas 30,000 electronic
music fansspill into the city’sstellar
nightclubs and venues forthe annual music
conference and festival. TAV2018isthe
perfecttonic for a New Year's Eve hangover.
Yowllnotonly feelthe basstremor through
town, but the electronic fervorseeping
through the heartsof musiclovers from all
overtheworld. Theupcoming marvel will
stretchacross 25 different clubsin Tel Aviv
from January 101o 13, hostingastellar lineup
bringing vets and up-and-comers, flocks

of music fans and atangible air ofelation
toacollection ofthecity’s best venues.
Inthe ever-escalating fight forthrilling
entertainment, two headsis cerrainly better
thanone,and TAV 2018 boasts both daytime
temptationsand nightowl charm.

During daylighthours, oneofthe main
attractions - networking and mingling
with 500 ofthe industry’s finest - will
take place. From Wednesday to Friday at
the Edmond de Rothschild
Centerinthe heartofTel

Aviv, participants willbe able
toexperience stimulating
musictalksby industry
leadersthrough panels,
lectures, workshops, and

open discussions. The panel
discussions will be held by local
and international industry folk
alike, and as diverseas that
lineupis, soarethe variety of
topics onthe bill. Subjects up
for discussion will range from
copyrighting, royalties, new
technology, music labels, event

promoters, bookers, and music startups.

From pioneer Renaat Vandepapeliere,

A&R/ownerofthe technolabel R&S Records

who have released music by artists such

as Aphex Twin and The Prodigy, to Claire
O’'Neill representing Arcadia
Spectacular, Israel’strance
music producer, Ilan Faktor,
DJs AsafSamuel, Didi Ezra,
Barak Argaman, and Yasmin
Wachs, an industry innovator
whose initiative “Laylatov/
Good night”stands foraclean
and safe environment for
women at night. These industry

| tastemakers will create 50 full

hoursofan immersive look
inside the electronic music
industry during the day, which
isjustthe fuel youneed to take
youright through tothe night ...
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Whenthesundipsdown the city will
continue tobuzz with electronic music
blasted across 25 of the city’s clubs
untiithe wee hours of the morning. One
multipass wristband gets you complete
accesstoall ofthe events, giving you
theright of passage to explore the many
soundsthe genre hasto offer. International
DJs will spin alongside local Israeli beat-
makersdabblingintechno, house, drum
‘n’base, and psytrance.

TAV is based onaninfamous Dutch
dance music event that has been held

in Amsterdam ever year for the last two
decades, and with help from the city

of Amsterdam, has grown to 400,000
people, with more than 100,000 tourists
rakingin over S0 million eurosevery
year. Adam Yehiel, the Founder and
General Manager of Tel Aviv Volume, has
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egually high hopesforitslocal iteration,
revealing thatitsgoalistoconnect and
promote the art and business of Israeli
music. “Tel Aviv Volume was created ocver
five yearsagotcelevate and develop the
electronic dance music culture and the
nightlife industry,” he says. “[It] promotes
local artists, helps localbusinesses, and
evenattracts electronic dance music
tourism duringthe winter's low season.
Nowadays we continue to push forward
intoamature dance musicindustry based
oncollaborationsin the most creative
community in the country.”
Here are some of the musicians taking
partin TAV 2018: Anna Haleta, Richard
Zepezauer (DE), Ido Morali, AsafSamuel,
Christian Smith (SW), Fantastic Twins
(DE}. Uriah Klaprter, Mor Elian, Nadav
Spiegel, DJ Zombiand many more.

January 10-13, Tel Aviv {telavivvoiume.com)
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Women Power at TAV 2018

By Ayelet Dekel January 16, 2018

When you walk into a club or a party, do you notice the gender of the DJ? It’s a question I've been asking
myself over the past few days, since attending the Women Power panel discussion at the recent TAV
2018, Tel Aviv Volume electronic music festival. When | think about it, | realize that I’ve seen many more

DJs who are men. And that makes me stop and think.

There are more men than women in the industry. Those are the numbers, but what do they mean? Is
there discrimination? Do women have the same opportunities as men in the scene? It depends, in part,

on who you ask. Just as an example, taking a quick look at year-end summaries, the first women to be

found in DJ Mag’s list of 100 top DJs for 2017 were Nervo, at #42, followed by MisskK8 at #58, Mariana Bo at

#84, and Alison Wonderland at #89 (both new entries). Mixmag tells a different story, with 8 women in

their top 20 list, including Nina Kraviz as their #1 DJ of the Year.

L to R: Adi Lev, Sapir Bar, Gula K, Michal Serr, Adi Noy, Ana Volchok/Photo: Ayelet Dekel

Let’s look at the Tel Aviv scene, and let’s hear it from the women. Discussion moderator Adi Lev, a DJ in

the drum & bass scene who has been living and working in Holland for the past 20 years, hosting this

http://www.midnighteast.com/mag/?p=38398
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panel at Tel Aviv Volume for the third year, noted a significant change for the better, saying, “I had for the

first time | had a lot of choice, a list of 20 girls* who play in clubs in Israel.”

Representing a range of genres and experience, the participants were: Sapir Bar, hip hop DJ and MTV
music editor in Israel; Gula K, a techno and trance DJ; Michal Serr, a DJ for 17 years, house music; and Adi

Noy, hip hop/beats/funk DJ, in the scene for about 5 years, and Ana Volchok, owner of the Gagarin Club.

“I don’t see myself as a female DJ, | just see myself as a DJ” - Adi Lev’s opening comment is one that
reflects the general perspective of the other DJs on the panel, but getting deeper into the conversation,

other issues emerge.

“I see it as an advantage to be a woman in a definitely masculine scene,” said Gula K, “Because when |
started playing trance music | was the only female ...a lot of the gigs that | got were due to that | was a
female and it was a very nice thing, a new thing, a different energy. | felt very lucky and lots of the times
the shoes that | got into because of that were bigger than my size. | had to become professional very

quickly. Later on, when you become more professional, there is no distinguish between the sexes.”

“I’ve been DJing around the world for a long time,” Michal Serr weighed in, saying, “l want to divide the
feeling before the booking, and after the booking. Before the booking, there’s a boy’s club. There’s no
doubt about it, you can’t deny it. The fact that we’re women, we’re not like friends, you know - hanging
together... So, before the booking, it’s not an advantage for me to be a woman. After the booking it’s a
huge advantage...so many times...people came to me, and especially in Israel, and said to me: Oh my
god, I’ve never seen a woman DJ, oh now I’m gonna really listen to you. OK. And at the end of the night |
proved myself, that I’'m worth it. But before the booking... The fact that most of the big lineups in Tel Aviv

are mostly men is undeniable, and it needs to change.”

While the existence of an unofficial boy’s club may be viewed as a potential obstacle to bookings, it is
also clear that the number of women DJs is on the rise. Other factors, such as the presence of role

models, can be seen as a catalyst for this change.

Serr said, “I’m gay. I’'ve been asking myself the question how come there are so many lesbian DJs or
bisexual DJs around the world? It’s crazy and | have an answer. The answer is the fact that when I go to a
women party in Tel Aviv | see female DJs for me it opened the option to be a DJ. Which for straight

women or young females, it doesn’t exist really. They see only men.”

Affirming the importance of role models, Gula K said, “I feel like a pioneer in that aspect because I've
created the option for women to feel like they can be a trance DJ. Trance is very extreme on the electronic
scene and is definitely dominated by men so if | wouldn’t have made myself shown and put myself out

there and fight my fight or make my professional progress very quickly ... it wouldn’t have happened.

http://www.midnighteast.com/mag/?p=38398 2/5
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But now when I look at it, there are more than 15 or 20 female DJs in the scene that I'm in. So, you have

to always compare to what was before.”

It also seems that an inevitable organic development is that if the networking, friendships, and casual
conversations in a predominantly male scene are between men, as more women are on the scene, other
conversations will inevitably develop. Adi Noy talked about “taking forward the culture of being a female
DJ,” saying, “You can give yourself more options. For example, | have a collective, it’s called BIG collective
and it’s for hip hop music and the culture itself, and we are only women, and we obviously, we hire men
because, you know, we live in the world, it’s equal. But we are pushing forward to be in key positions. We
are women and we do produce events, and we decide who we book based on their talent not their
gender... so yeah, the revolution is happening and at the same time you need to take it into your own
hands you don’t just stand by and complain ‘book me’ - you send your press kit, or you open up your
own label and say ‘’m taking charge’. And we can today as women. Amen.”

One option is to do as Ana Volchok, and own your own club, in her case, The Gagarin. Volchok stated, “I
think every one of our own bookings or lineups has at least one female DJ. | think the problem is
statistical only. Because it’s really less women, but not because they are not allowed or it’s a boy’s club,
but just because it’s really difficult to spend your time also with the family, and also living in the night
scene. My children are already grown up and that’s the only thing that allows me to really live this kind of
life. Because before when she was small | couldn’t even think about being out, so really it’s the question

between your family and your career somehow.”

For DJs who decide to have children, the job requirements are rather at odds with the demands of
parenting. Lev said, “It’s not easy to go out at night. To leave your kids at home and go out and play, but |
see it part of the challenge. And | think for me that’s what gives me the power to play.” Gula K, who has
three children, said, “It’s very hard in the aspect of time because you want to be a perfect mum, you want
to succeed in your career.” It’s a conflict that recurs in the discourse of many professions, and although
women are still the primary care-providers in many family structures, this too, is a conversation that is
changing. In the session that followed, Swedish DJ Christian Smith talked about how hard it is to wake

up at 7am to make breakfast for the kids after returning from an intense DJ tour.

In terms of bookings, the conversation also touched on the ways in which the role of the DJ has changed
over time, Adi Lev stated, “Today if you don’t get into production and your name is not out there as a
producer - in drum & bass, if you’re not a producer, you don’t get booking... | have a friend without
mentioning names, and | always tell her if you would spend more time in the studio instead of taking
pictures of yourself with half your titties out... somehow always there’s the feeling they like to see

women onstage because they look good. I'm like - What do you mean!? It’s about the music.”

To which Adi Noy responded, “Also. Also. We’re pretty, we’re fun to look at.”
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It’s not just about the bookings, it’s about the salaries too. Is it an advantage or disadvantage to be a

female DJ? Or is there no difference?

Michal Serr said, “In the first 3 or 4 years of my career, | worked for free. Just to get a name for myself, for
people to get to know me. And after that, let me tell you this: for each dollar that a man earns a woman

gets 75 cents - it’s no different in the DJ scene.”

Club owner Volchok presented a different view, “I just want to add - people are usually paid by their
uniqueness and their talents in general. Sometimes women have the benefit. They are just more
aesthetic looking, sometimes it’s what’s preferable for the production. | sometimes find myself as a

producer, | pay more for a female DJ just because she looks better.”

At this point Sapir Bar entered the conversation, saying, “I’ve never felt that | was being paid less than
other DJs | never felt that it defines me, | always felt that I’'m a DJ, never a woman DJ no one ever gave me
that feeling... It’'s more rare to see women DJs, again, not because it’s not accepted, it’s just these have
been the statistics for a long time and we’re making progress to change it but still [we] can’t close the gap
in a year or two. These are changes that will take time... | do sometimes see certain events and like you
mentioned | don’t see women’s names [on the lineup] and it angers me too but then | stop and maybe
there’s a reason that there is no woman here, but maybe there isn’t a woman who is good enough as a DJ

for this specific event.”

Serr responded, “l agree with everything that you said except for the last part. | always look at the boy’s
club as a soccer team. You pass the ball. Even if you don’t like the person, but you pass the ball because

it’s the team... but with us we just don’t get equal opportunities.”

“So you push for it,” said Adi Lev.

“I push for it, trust me | push for it” Serr replied, “and I’'m a fighter and I’'m a warrior in this specific
matter. In a positive way and when | can’t be positive, not in a positive way. | fight for it, OK? But it’s the
fact that you see lineups full of men and no women it’s just because we don’t even cross their mind.
Sometimes we don’t even cross their minds. They look at their friends, the friends are boys... yeah, let’s

do a party.”

“Can | ask you where this is coming from?” Bar queried, “Where do you see it? Where do you come across

it?”
“Everywhere,” Serr responded, “Here in the festival, in the Tel Aviv Street Parties, in the Gay Pride, you

have no idea... once we’ll sit down and talk the mor”kim [acronym for battle stories] that | have from my
job. Even at Gay Pride, 250,000 people stage and we had to fight to be on it as women.”
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Just as the conversation heated up, time was up too. There are many questions still open, many
differences of experience and opinion. As DJs, producers, club owners, event producers, booking agents,

and as women and men - there’s a lot to consider and a lot to discuss. So let’s keep the conversation

going.

*Note for those people (like me) who notice every linguistic detail, the conversation was held in English, by
people who are not native English speakers. Therefore, | would not place emphasis on word choice (as |
might in other circumstances) with regard to terms such as “girl’. Also, a general note - quotes are based on
my recording of the panel discussion, and have only been edited for length, with the intention of

representing the speakers as accurately as possible.

Ayelet Dekel

http://midnighteast.com
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“TAV 2018” Tel Aviv “Volume”, festival de la musica electréonica

Por Leonardo Rubinsky - 4 enero, 2018
Centro Edmond de Rothschild

Entre el 10 y el 13.1 2018 se lleva a cabo el principal festival de la industria de la mudsica electrénica en
Tel Aviv en su tercera edicion, el Tel Aviv “Volume” 2018 (TAV 2018), un evento que se divide en dos
niveles, por un lado una conferencia matutina en el centro Edmond de Rothschild y por otro los eventos
musicales nocturnos. Por la noche, la fiesta que se lleva a cabo hasta altas horas de la madrugada,

es algo unico en Tel Aviv pues ofrece entretenimiento con docenas de eventos electréonicos en 25
locales, a cargo de una larga y distinguida lista de 150 artistas, musicos y lideres, de Israel y del
extranjero. Sera un fin de semana especial para los amantes de la musica electrénica en el pais. Con
mas de 100 horas continuas de musica electréonica de todo tipo que sacudira todos los cimientos de la

ciudad. Para mas informacion http://telavivvolume.com/

Las conferencias matutinas tendran lugar de miércoles a viernes, 10 al 12.1,
en el Centro de Arte y Cultura Edmond de Rothschild ubicado en pleno centro de Tel Aviv, en el
boulevard Rothschild. La conferencia servird como una plataforma para crear conexiones de negocios y
redes en el campo de la muasica electrénica, un area que se esta desarrollando rapidamente y ahora
gira alrededor de $ 7 mil millones al afio en el mundo, y en el cual Israel es considerado una potencia

lider.

Al mismo tiempo, se llevaran a cabo discusiones, paneles y mesas redondas que plantearan problemas
candentes en el campo: La gestion para la carrera exitosa de un DJ, un evento en el cual Mark
Lawrence, presidente de la Asociacion Internacional de Mdsica Electrénica (EFAM), entrevista a
Christian Smith un DJ, productor sueco y uno de los artistas electronicos mas respetados en la escena
techno mundial. “Tocar y recibir pago” es un panel de derechos de autor con una solucién tecnoldgica

probada para el problema que existe en el mercado de la musica en Israel.

El sonido de Tel Aviv. En todas partes del mundo hay color, sabor y sonido que lo caracterizan. Berlin,
Ibiza, Amsterdam y Tel Aviv son ciudades con un tono musical diferente. En el panel se retinen todas
las mentes para hablar sobre las fuentes del sonido

local. “Tendencias en la musica electronica” un panel que tratara de examinar el efecto de cambiar las

tendencias desde diferentes dngulos. Un panel sobre pirateria.

El Centro Edmond de Rothschild, fundado por la Fundacion homénima, concede a estudiantes,
académicos y graduados de instituciones de educacion superior un espacio adecuado para mostrar sus
obras en Tel Aviv. El Centro organiza eventos culturales, exposiciones y conferencias en diversos

campos y alienta el trabajo innovador e innovador que caracteriza a la sociedad israeli.

http://aurora-israel.co.il/tav-2018-tel-aviv-volume-festival-de-la-musica-electronica/
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Tel Aviv Volume /// 2018
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(http://www.diytelavivguide.com/blog/author) /
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EVENT DETAILS

e Date: 10/01/2018 12:00 am - 13/01/2018 11:55 pm
e Categories: Music (http://www.diytelavivguide.com/blog/events/category/music)
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In the next few days we will gradually release the participants in the Festival, First Key
Speaker is Renaat Vandepapeliere !

The brain behind the timeless label R&S Records and the biggest talent scout in the
Electronic music history, Renaat gave the first opportunity to many artist as :

Derrick May, Joey Beltram and Aphex Twin, while today, Nicolas Jaar, James Blake, Paula
Temple, Tale of Us and Talaboman all walk in the glorious heritage of R&S

During 30 Years he hold the label that became a founding stone of the global club
music.

These dates Renaat is a in-demand DJ and Selector that plays on the best festivals and

by releasing a full album by Tale of Us and many more high-quality releases.
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About all these in the past and future we will talk during the TAV Music Conference
Event : http://bit.ly/2BfuAAR

Tickets : http://telavivwvolume.com

Feel free to share your favorite classics by R&S To get the vibe going!
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tickets/).

Like this blog? You can support it by buying a copy of the full Tel Aviv guide
(http://www.diytelavivguide.com/buy-now.html). Alternatively, you can keep me going by
fueling my coffee addiction.
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